
the INteRvIeW:
Rev DAvID PARk TN: How did you end up overseeing 

the work of the Missionary Council?
DP: Presbytery elected me Chairman of the 

Missionary Council on 2nd November 2012. I am 
very conscious of the fact that I have entered into the 

labours of others.  I took over from George McConnell who 
was chairman for 42 years.  If I serve as long, I’ll be 92 
when I retire!  Mrs. Pearl Ross, another veteran member of 
the Council, was treasurer for several decades.

Tell us a little about the Missionary Council?
The Missionary Council was established by Presbytery 
in 1962 to inspire missionary awareness and stimulate 
prayerful support in the churches, and to raise finance 
for missionary work. Cecil Harvey was elected first 
Chairman; Elizabeth McIlreavey (later the wife of Rev. Jim 
Hartin) was elected treasurer, with Elizabeth McAuley 
(later the wife of Rev. Cecil Menary) as her assistant, and 
Valerie Shaw as secretary. Every congregation may send 
two representatives – appointed by the local Session – to 
the monthly Council meetings.  The Missionary Council 
works under the auspices of the Mission Board, which is 
ultimately responsible to Presbytery.
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One of our main responsibilities is the promotion 
of missionary interest and endeavour in the local 
congregations.  Council members report back to 
their churches and it is our desire that these reports 
will stir up the hearts of our people.

What about the Council’s fundraising activity?
The money raised by the Missionary Council is 
central to the entire missionary endeavour of our 
denomination.  Finances are raised by offerings in 
each church, and a statement is published annually. 
To illustrate the importance of contributions through 
the Missionary Council, it is worth noting that the 
main monthly grant from the Council (£8000) is to 
the Mission Board.  Mostly, this is used to provide 
30% of our missionaries’ salaries – they raise the 
other 70% through deputation meetings, gifts and 
covenant support. Thus, here alone, £96,000 is 
needed annually.  The total yearly grants from the 
Council amount to almost £135,000. 

Who benefits from this support?  
Over twenty missionaries are supported throughout 
the world:  three ‘Home Missionaries’, one in the 
Republic of Ireland, six in Spain, six in Kenya, one 
in Liberia, one in Nepal, and three in Australia.  
With the expansion of our missionary interests, 
office and administration expenses have risen 
considerably, and we are seeking to secure extra 
funds to help with these costs. Recently, the Council 
has overseen the launch of new projects arising out 
of visits to Kenya and Nepal. Moderator Rev. Greer 
represented Presbytery, Rev. Ian Harris represented 
Mission Board, George McConnell travelled as our 
Presbytery Missionary Officer, Rev Curran for LTBS, 
and I went on behalf of the Missionary Council. We 
returned feeling a burden for both lands.

How did you determine which projects to 
initiate?  
It is impossible to fund every practical need, so we 
consulted with our missionaries, and drew up a list 
of projects which our Board and Council were willing 
to endorse and support, as the Lord enables.  These 
projects were launched at a special missionary rally 
in Ballymena in February and the list is on our new 
missionary website.

How has this gone?
There has been a tremendous response to the 
Kenyan projects.  The money needed for a new 
oven at the Christian Academy has been raised by 
the Portavogie Ladies’ Fellowship.  The Kilskeery 
Christian School has financed a new Photocopier.  A 
missionary family raised the money for a solar water 
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heater.  Ballynahinch church has provided funds for 
urgently needed computers.  Our Newtownards 
Sunday School sponsored tables and chairs for a 
school in a remote part of Kenya.  Lisburn sends 
finances continually to cover Sunday School prizes 
for 2,000 children.  Recently, I had a call from one 
brother promising money to buy maize for poor 
children.  Another friend in Christ pledged sizeable 
contributions for various projects.  The ‘Books 
for Africa’ appeal has taken off. Really, it has been 
overwhelming!

What about Nepal? 
Projects there include the relocation of Precious 
Orphanage to a new site with more suitable 
facilities.  A site became available beside the 
Kathmandu Church and Bible College, costing 
approximately £84,000.  Though we doubted 
ourselves in this venture, we never doubted the 
Lord’s ability to finance His own will.  Around 
£70,000 has been raised already. We say, ‘To God 
be the glory, great things He hath done!’  A lady 
from our Larne congregation sent a sizeable gift to 
build churches in Nepal; our Magherafelt church did 
the same (These Nepalese buildings are relatively 
inexpensive, costing approximately £4,000 each). 
The Missionary Council also covers the costs of the 
Annual Conference.

How have you found your first eighteen months 
in the role?
I have been impressed by how the Council works 
as a team.  We have superb church representatives 
who take an active part in this ministry and show 
a keen interest in what we seek to do, under God, 
to assist our missionary enterprise.  Our secretary, 
John Dumigan, and our treasurer, John Gamble, both 
do sterling work. A subcommittee, which meets 
regularly, provides important advice and direction, 
and we really appreciate the contribution made by 
each member.

How can churches help you at this time?
I would appeal to all our churches to continue to 
support the Council, both practically, in gifts and 
offerings, and prayerfully, as we strive together 
before God to help and encourage our missionaries. 
We ‘lift up our eyes’ to ‘look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest,’ confident that, ‘God 
shall supply all our need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.’

David, thanks for your time – and may God bless 
you and all who stand with you in this great 
enterprise!
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MIssIoNARy VIsIoN
RemembeRINg 

mARgARet ARmstRoNg 

Last time we considered the 
life of Margaret armstrong up 
to the point of her separation 

from the africa inland Mission 
(aiM) because of its connection with 
the ecumenical National Council 
of Churches of kenya. While her 
separation from the Church of Ireland 
took place in 1966, she tendered her 
resignation from AIM in the late 1970’s 
when she came to Southampton, 
England, to assist in looking after her 
ailing father. 

On arrival in Southampton, Margaret 
aligned herself with Spring Road 
Evangelical Church, then pastored by 
the late Rev David Fountain, a noted 
conservative evangelical. She threw 
herself into the work of the church 
and warm tributes have been paid to 
her godliness and zeal. Jill May writes: 
‘She lived in a lovely rambling house 
overlooking the Hamble river which 
could always be used by the clubs 
belonging to the church. I remember 
a series on the ‘I ams’ of Jesus, with 
a treasure hunt round the garden, 
including the sheds where hundreds 
of apples were stored. Many of the 
children were from poorer backgrounds 
and running round the garden eating 
the apples was just what they enjoyed, 
but the Gospel was her great delight – 
all very happy memories of a very kind 
lady who loved her Saviour.’ 

During her time in Southampton 
Margaret became close friends with 
Larry and Barbara Darmanin. They 
were to prove a tremendous source of 
comfort to her when she was diagnosed 
with the illness which was to lead to her 
death on 22 August 1981 at the early age 
of 47. Margaret paved the way for Free 
Presbyterian missionary work in Kenya 
through her links with the Kendagor 
family. Pastor Nathaniel Kendagor takes 
up the story: ‘ I don’t know exactly 

when my father came to know the 
late Miss Margaret Armstrong.  She 
started visiting my father and Andrew’s 
missionary work in Kara Pokot in early 
1974 when AIC did not support him.  
She would support his work at times 
whenever she was able. She heard of 
my work at Kapenguria in 1977 and 
the difficulties when the church was not 
strong to support the workers.  I don’t 
know how she got the information.  
After a while in the same year she 
bought me a motor cycle for the work. 
Margaret wrote to me later and told me 
that she had left AIM because of AIC 
membership in the National Council of 
Churches of Kenya.   

She then wrote about the Free 
Presbyterian Church and suggested 
that we should come to Ulster, after 
which my Father and Andrew came 
over and met Margaret who introduced 
them to the church. Margaret was 
able to buy a Land Rover from an 
AIM missionary to assist Andrew in 
his work at Kara Pokot.  In 1979 she 
bought me a Subaru which I used until 
the coming of Miss Margaret Russell. 
Margaret did not actually work in Bible 
Christian Faith Church (BCFC) but she 
supported our views and encouraged 
us in the work.  Her plan was to come 

out and work in BCFC, even after she 
took ill.  She came out late in 1981 and 
was still hopeful.  We were all saddened 
when we heard of her passing.’ 

Margaret Armstrong’s funeral took 
place in Spring Road church and was 
conducted by Rev Fountain and Dr 
Paisley, who later spoke at a memorial 
service in Armagh Free Presbyterian 
Church.  Margaret was greatly loved 
by those who knew her. She was 
a close friend of then Chairman of 
the Missionary Council, Mr George 
McConnell, who supplied much of the 
information for these articles. Mrs 
Marie Wilson, a founding member 
of Armagh congregation, says: ‘I first 
knew Margaret Armstrong many years 
ago when I held a prayer meeting in 
our home for AIM. Margaret attended 
it with her mother and sister, and we 
had lovely fellowship. She loved to hear 
Dr Paisley preach and I can see her yet 
sitting with her elbow on her knee and 
drinking in every word. Margaret was 
a very humble person and had a great 
burden and love for Africa. It is lovely 
that one of the book rooms is named 
after her. It was so sad when she passed 
away at only 47 years of age.’

⁞⁞ rev Gordon Ferguson

part Two



FIelD RepoRt

fRom CARs to kIDs:
RobeRt mCCoNNeLL 

I  was born in 1969, the second 
child of David and annie 
McConnell. Mine was a privileged 

upbringing because my parents were 
saved, and from an early age I was 
taught God’s Word.  There was never 
a time in my childhood that I didn’t 
know of my sinfulness and my need of 
the Saviour.  However, being rebellious 
and feeling hemmed in by the demands 
of Scripture it was not until near the 
end of primary school that I sought the 
Lord for forgiveness and cleansing.  It 
was a simple confession of sin, made by 
the fireside, one Sunday night, as I knelt 
to pray at the end of family devotions.

Childhood passed into adolescence, 
and I soon enjoyed the freedom 
of getting out and going here and 
there to various “Youth Rallies” and 

“Convention” meetings.  It was at one of 
these meetings that God challenged me 
for the first time about my willingness 
to serve Him.  The Lord enabled me 
on that night to say “yes” to 
whatever He would have me 
to do.  During counselling 
afterwards, I was told to get 
involved in the prayer meetings 
and the work in my own local 
church, and this I did.

However, God’s call to ‘full 
time’ service did not come for 
another twenty years. I started 
work in the motor industry.  As 
a Christian, I always nailed my 
colours to the mast, especially when 
moving from the smaller family run 
garages to the larger, more affluent 
dealerships in Belfast.  And the Lord 

blessed me abundantly. Very often I 
felt like Joseph, who was continually 
promoted and honoured by the 
Lord.  Then, at the peak of my career, 

the Lord called in the 
vow of willingness that I 
had made all those years 
before.  Things however 
had changed.  I was now 
married and settled down 
with a little family, no longer 
carefree and young.  I had 
responsibilities, and bills 
to pay.  We had just put our 
house on the market and 
were making plans to move 
to a much bigger property… 

but God had other plans: He was 
calling me into full time service among 
the boys and girls, a work I had always 
enjoyed in my local church.
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After study in the Whitefield 
College, I was accepted by 
the Mission Board of our 
denomination to work as a 
full time child evangelist – 
and the rest, as they say, is 
history.

Today, in the main, the work 
involves speaking at 140 
assemblies, SU and RE classes 
during the school term.  In the summer 
and early autumn I conduct up to eight 
weeks of Holiday Bible Clubs, children’s 
missions and youth camps.  In addition 
there are many children’s meetings, 
parents’ nights, youth meetings, 
magazine articles, seminars, Children’s 

Day services and door to door 
evangelism – all in connection 
with the existing works in our 
congregations.  

I cannot really explain the 
great joy found in 
serving the Lord in 
this role.  Years 
ago, I used to 
enjoy sitting 

down to a good read 
with some Christian 
biography. Very often 
a tear would roll 
down my cheek as I 
drank in the miraculous 
things that the Lord was 

pleased to do in the lives of those of a 
bygone age – how their needs were met, 
their prayers were answered, and they 
were used to win souls. 

To then have the privilege of living out 
those same experiences is more 

than tongue can tell! What 
a wonderful Saviour we 

have, transforming us, 
so that we might be 
fit for reasonable 
service! “To God be 
the glory.” Amen.

⁞⁞ robert McConnell    

i CannoT 
really 
explain 
The greaT 
Joy found 
in Serving 
The lord in 
ThiS role.
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